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liberty, have not only been deposed in practice, but have been
so undermined by false use and demagogic lip-service that they
have been robbed of all effective appeal If things are allowed
to take their course there will remain nothing but an utterly
wearied, sceptical, atomized nation, incapable for many years
to come of any united effort. The youth of the movement may
desire to convert this degenerate revolution into a genuine
social revolution with concrete aims; but they will remain
caught in the vicious circle of progressive destruction, and
incapable of any sort of creative achievement, not only because
all its slogans have been worked to death already by National
Socialism, but because even the most resolute of these young
men, with all their contempt of the brainless elite of National
Socialism, are unable to acquire what they themselves lack, a
genuine faith in the practical importance of the things of the spirit.
The idea of the awakening of the nation from scepticism and
indiscipline by training in the military spirit undoubtedly has
an element of the heroic and a sort of greatness. But in Germany
it is Utopian, taking no account of realities. A nation like the
German, with its ideal of Gemiitlichkeit, of solid comfort, and its
enormous ballast of unmilitary souls, cannot be so trained. Not
the most subtle psychological technique will convert these
peace-loving "fellaheen" into warriors. The born soldier can
acquire the military virtues and can be the better for them; in
the unwarlike masses they turn into brutality The universal
concentration on military preparedness, the interpretation of
all life in terms of war, has brought the German nation near
to exhaustion both materially and morally.
National Socialism has misused nationalist feeling to suppress
Socialist ideas. It is approaching the time when nationalism is
losing its appeal and the Socialist ideals must be revived. From
these it will pass on to others, adulterating and debasing all that
it touches. Nowhere is its destructiveness more impressive than
in family life. It is loud in the praise of prolific procreation, but